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/SO, MINUTES
(Y6 City Council Meeting
\ QY Wednesday, July 24, 2024
%W Maupin Civic Center (507 Grant Avenue) and virtually on Zoom

Mayor Beatty called the regular session meeting to order at 6:30
p.m. Roll call of City Council and Staff was conducted by Recorder
Wolfe, Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Beatty.

Presiding: Mayor Beatty

Call to Order / Roll call of City Council and Staff | Council Present: Rob Miles, Kathy Peck, Mark Roper,

/ Pledge of Allegiance Tom Troutman, Mike Foreaker

Council Absent: Shelby Dumire

Staff Present: City Manager Nick Smith, Recorder Christine Wolfe,
Attorney Ruben Cleaveland, Admin. Assist. Doni Van Dolah
Visitors Present: Medy Gantz, Rod Woodside, Colleen Strohm,
Jordan Belozer, Suze Riley, Phil Brady

Councilor Miles moved to approve the consent agenda and add
agenda items Sweeper Truck and Commissioner Phil Brady.
Consent Agenda Councilor Peck second. The motion passed unanimously on a 6-0
vote. Ayes: Roper, Miles, Troutman, Peck, Foreaker, Beatty; Nays:
None.

Collen Strohm commended Councilor Rob Miles on replacing
Public Comment Imperial signs. They look wonderful and use 10% less energy than
the old ones.

Reports No comments or questions regarding reports.

Mayor Beatty opened discussion regarding City Vacation Leave
Policy. Staff stated we have a few employees that are over the
limit of 240 vacation hours. Discussion covered Employee
handbook policy and options and laws governing vacation and
comp pay. The suggestion was made for the Mayor to oversee
leave, going forward.

Councilor Miles moved to authorize staff to pay employees that
Vacation Leave Policy have accrued vacation hours over 240 hours. All employees shall
sign an acknowledgment form regarding vacation and comp time
policy.

Unanimous consensus of council to authorize staff to pay
employees that have accrued comp hours over 240 hours.
Councilor Roper second. The motion passed unanimously on a 6-0
vote. Ayes: Roper, Miles, Troutman, Peck, Foreaker, Beatty; Nays:
None.

Discussion on three items: Dark Skies, Renewable power and
installations, Strategic Investment Money.

Dark Sky: Shared his love for the stars and the sky photos he has
taken. He has been watching a particular spot since April for a star
Wasco County Commissioner Phil Brady to appear, also a comet is coming into our solar system in Sept-Oct
2024, If it makes it around the sun, we will be able to see it with
simple vision.

Renewable power installations: Comm. Brady referred to an article
he wrote in South Wasco Times regarding local installations, the
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Bakeoven project is 5,000 acres {which we all know about). Yellow
Rosebush 8,000 acres, Tygh Ridge 10,000 acres above Mac Canyon
with 32 wind turbines and up to 474 acres of solar panels and a
battery storage system, including an 8-mile power line to the new
substation near Dry Creek. Yello"Rosebush and Tygh Ridge are just
putting out their notice of intent, with 2 years out before building.
Sherman County has been very aggressive in getting community
benefits. For Maupin, Dufur and surrounding area, the County
Government will be the negotiator for community benefits. When
the time comes to look at community benefits, Maupin is
encouraged to talk to Sherman and Gilliam county to find the
benefits and problems with renewable power and know what our
needs may be to have good representation with the Wasco County
Commissioners.

Strategic Investment Money: Google has been building very large
data centers, with tax abatement. The first tax installation has
come onto the tax rolls. Wasco Commissioners and the City of The
Dalles are having conversation regarding what to do with this
investment money, which over time will be approx. $50 million.
One idea is creating an endowment and use the interest earned on
projects. Questions came up regarding what are the needs of the
county?

They are also looking into doing the endowments with the solar
farms money.

Councilor Foraker asked if there is a formula on distribution of this
money. Comm. Brady stated there is and explained how it works.
Wasco County is doing very well financially.

Will there be a cap on how many solar farms are allowed?
Currently there is no caps per se. When public comment is
accepted for these projects, this is the time to bring concerns
forward. Comm. Brady said he will keep the City of Maupin
informed in the process.

Street Sweeper

Mayor Beatty called on staff to open discussion on the street
sweeper.

Recorder Wolfe stated after last month’s council meeting,
Government Capitol, who holds the mortgage on the Civic Center,
offered a quote to carry the lease on the sweeper. They offer a
lower interest rate with a lower annual payment and an option to
waive first year payment (which increases the annual payment).
Preference is to pay 5 advance payments.

Attorney Cleaveland requested to review the contract, and the
motion is subject to review.

Councilor Miles made a motion to pass the Resolution for a Lease
Purchase Contract with Government Capital Corp. with Annual
Term: 5 Advance Payments, upon approval of legal counsel.
Councilor Peck second. The motion passed unanimously on a 6-0
vote. Ayes: Roper, Miles, Troutman, Peck, Foreaker, Beatty; Nays:
None.

Communications
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No Communications

The next regular meeting will take place on August 28, 2024, at

Adjoum 6:30 p.m. Mayor Beatty adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by Christine Wolfe, City Recorder

Signed: Cait C"Q D("\r: {7(

Carol Beatty, Mayor

Attest: (\ \\Q&\%\L \}L\\&K_/

Christine Wolfe, City Recorder
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